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New meal
plans required
for freshmen,
use 50 block
TAYLOR VOEGELE
News Editor
Incoming freshmen are now required to
have a meal plan with block starting this
year at South Dakota State University.
The University Food Service Advisory Committee (UFSAC) and Residence
Hall Association (RHA) recommended
freshmen have at least 50 block in their
meal plans.
The two organizations wanted to salvage the social interaction on campus
because they feared student isolation
would increase due to the app-based ordering service, Tapingo.
Block is not the same as flex--students can only use the block at Larson
Commons and it doesn’t transfer over to
the next semester.
There are some changes planned for
Larson Commons to adjust to new meal
requirements.
Doug Wermedal, associate vice president for student affairs, said the entrance of Larson Commons is moving to
the back right side of the facility beside
the elevator, which will help direct traffic.
In order to adjust to the new requirement, the atmosphere at Larson
Commons is becoming more welcoming
to students by adding a new salad bar
and ice cream station.
Larson Commons has received feedback from students about poor food
quality. In the future, they plan to improve the menu by adding more options
to the salad bar, Wermedal said. There
has been no word on changing on the
food menu itself.
Brady Larson, a freshman student,
thinks the requirement is a good change.
“I think the 50 block meal plan is a
good one to have. I think that it helps
balance a student’s meal out,” Larson
said.
Although Larson appreciates the
change, others feel differently. Blake
Toennies, sophomore history and geography major, doesn’t think students want
to eat at Larson Commons.
Toennies was late signing up for a
meal plan and was placed in the default
meal plan, similar to freshmen meal
plans.
“When signing up for a meal plan I
noticed the change, which I didn’t appreciate it because it placed me in (a meal
plan) that I absolutely did not want,”
Toennies, said. He thinks there are limited options for freshman with this requirement.
But, Wermedal still has hope in the
facility.
“Larson is the best kept secret on
campus,” Wermedal said.
A survey will be released in October so students can give feedback on the
meal requirement changes and Larson
Commons. Freshmen and upperclassmen will be able to participate.

MAKENZIE HUBER • The Collegian

Couples dance at the Aug. 18 Downtown at Sundown. The night starts out with performances from local bands. The final event in the
series is Thursday, Aug. 25.

DOWNTOWN AT SUNDOWN
Final concert in Brookings concert series
welcomes SDSU students back to Brookings
KATHERINE CLAYTON
Editor-in-Chief
The sun is setting on the Downtown Brookings free summer concert series.
The final concert of Downtown at Sundown will be from 5
to 9 p.m. Aug. 25. It takes place
on Fifth Street between the
Brooking Register and Wooden
Legs Brewery. A portion of Fifth
Street between the two businesses
closes for the celebration.
“We always do the last concert when school comes back to
town like as a goodbye to summer, unfortunately, but also a welcome back to all of the SDSU students,” said Elliot Johnson, executive director of Downtown Brookings Inc.
The concert series opens with
local talent and is followed by the
main performance of the night.
The final headliner for the
concert series is SGT Rock, com-

prised of members from the 147th
Army Band of the South Dakota Army National Guard. Concert-goers can expect a variety of
current hits, country chart toppers and classic rock.
The seven-week concert series
began in 2015, and has had about
526 people attend each night.
This summer, according to Johnson, about 1,100 people attended
the seven concerts beginning in
mid-July.
In addition to music, the concert offers other attractions.
“We have inflatables, face
painting, craft beer, domestic
beer, a lot of great food from the
downtown businesses, so we like
to think we hit ages 2 to 100 all in
one night,” Johnson said.
The second year of the concert
series has proved to be a success
in Johnson’s eyes and has been
well-received by the Brookings
community.
“It’s becoming a really dynam-

ic opportunity for the community
to enjoy the quality of life we have
in Brookings,” he said. “I think
that is something we can always
appreciate when we put on events
like this.”
Other events Johnson encourages students to look for in
Brookings is Creativity Week,
which is hosted Sept. 26 through
Oct. 2. During that week, TEDxBrookings is held from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. Oct. 1 at the Performing Arts
Center. TEDxBrookings is an intellectual forum to share ideas.
Overall, Johnson said the concert series is another way to bring
the Brookings community and
South Dakota State students together.
“For SDSU students,” Johnson said, “it’s that opportunity to
kick off a full year’s worth of being
here in Brookings, South Dakota.”

President Barry Dunn: Things are going to change
KATHERINE CLAYTON
Editor-in-Chief
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SDSU President Barry Dunn works as a MeetState volunteer on Friday of move-in
weekend. Dunn and other volunteers assisted incoming students.

Three months have passed
since Barry Dunn became
South Dakota State University’s 20th president, and he has
a positive outlook about his future in the position.
“I feel very confident, very
strong and I feel that’s a good
way to start the year,” Dunn
said. “I’m really glad I had the
summer during this transition.”
Dunn is the former dean of
the College of Agriculture and
Biological studies. He attained
his Ph.D., master’s degree and
bachelor’s degree from SDSU.
One of Dunn’s former colleagues shares his confidence.
Rebecca Bott, interim dean
of the Van D. and Barbara
B. Fishback Honors College,
worked with President Dunn
when he was dean of the College of Agricultural and Biological Science.
Her experience working
with Dunn for six years showed
her he’ll make a strong presi-

dent.
“This is a very exciting time
for SDSU. President Dunn
brings so many positive qualities into the presidency,” Bott
said. “He is familiar with SDSU
and has a proven history championing the land grant mission
at this institution.”
Bott has heard Dunn referred to as the “people’s president,” and she agrees with this
nickname.
“I believe that he will continue to make positive and
meaningful contributions to
the SDSU community and beyond,” Bott said.
As Dunn continues in the
presidency, he wants the university community to participate in shaping the future of
SDSU.
“This a place of 12,500 students and thousands of faculty and thousands of staff and
it’s my job to lead that collectively to the future,” Dunn said.
“Things will change, so we
need to be nimble and staying
true to access.”

Institutional changes
Dunn transitioned from
dean to president by traveling
across the state meeting businesses, South Dakota communities and alumni. Dunn also
attended a week-long school in
San Diego to learn about being
the president of a university.
The summer months gave
Dunn time to make organizational changes to increase institutional effectiveness.
Dunn is doing this by providing more resources to deans,
department heads, faculty and
staff.
“How can we provide for
them the very best information
for them to make decisions
on?” Dunn said. “We’re going
to create a set of management
dashboards. So that we get
them the right information at
the right time so we don’t overload them with information,
but we get them so they can
make a really good decision.”
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New precision ag. degree
shapes future of farming
PAT BOWDEN
Reporter
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The Students’ Association gathered for the first official meeting of the year Aug. 22 and approved two clubs’
constitutions. Dunn, as the new president, introduced himself to SA.

Dunn visits SA at first
meeting of the year
TAYLOR VOEGELE
News Editor
The Students’ Association
approved constitutions
for the Tennis Enthusiasts
and American Sign Language clubs Monday night.
The Tennis Enthusiasts Club is a recreational
club where members can
play tennis in a fun atmosphere instead of a competitive one. The American Sign Language Club is
where members can practice and learn how to sign.
Both constitutions were
unanimously approved.
The main part of the
meeting was to review
what happened over the
summer and plan for the
fall semester. President
Dunn and the new Vice
President of Student Affairs Michaela Willis spoke
about their goals they have

for the following year.
President Dunn introduced himself to senators
during the open forum
part of the meeting.
“I work for you. Your
success is my success,”
Dunn said.
He plans to work with
the South Dakota Legislature to hold tuition costs
at the same price for instate, out-of-state and
off-campus tuition. Dunn
also wants to give South
Dakota State University
faculty and staff a 4 percent raise as well as address the safety and security of the campus.
Dunn mentioned his
inauguration celebration
during his introduction to
SA. The event will be at 3
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 29 at
the Coolidge Sylvan Theatre. Food and games will
be provided for students.

Dunn not only plans to
celebrate his inauguration
but also break the Guinness World Record for the
most Frisbees tossed at
once. South Dakota State
University plans on ordering more than 2,000 Frisbees for the inauguration.
Michaela Willis, the
new vice president of student affairs and new SA
adviser, introduced herself
to senators as well. She expressed some of her goals
for the semester.
Other issues addressed
at Monday’s meeting were
about Student Federation
changes and new student
organization software.
The next SA meeting will be at 7 p.m. Monday, Aug. 29 in the Lewis
and Clark room upstairs in
The Union.

South Dakota State added a new precision agriculture degree to better prepare students for the future of agriculture.
The degree is in response to an increasing
demand for sensor-based
farming and is the first of
its kind across the nation.
The South Dakota Board
of Regents approved the
major two months ago.
“(SDSU is) developing
an expertise in this that’s
been demanded by this
new market, and the academic expertise that goes
along with developing this
program as well,” said Jay
Perry, assistant SDBOR
vice president of academic affairs. “This program
plays to the strengths of
what SDSU does well with
the disciplines it pins together. It’s really right at
the heart of what SDSU
has to offer.”
The precision agriculture major is a joint degree

between the Department
of Agricultural and Biosystems Engineering and the
Department of Agronomy, Horticulture and Plant
Science.
Sensor-based farming
can be “the difference between financial success or
financial disaster for an individual farmer,” according
to the SDBOR.
The difference between traditional farming
and sensor-based farming
is not just the technology,
but knowing how to use
this technology and interpret the data that it presents, said David Wright,
department head for the
Department of Agronomy, Horticulture and Plant
Science.
These increasingly
common sensor-based systems are able to statistically break down a field of
crops to the square foot,
rather than analyzing the
entire field, and give vast
amounts of raw data to the
end user.
“These tools are being

put in farmers’ hands but
to use those tools properly,
there’s not a lot of training
in the workforce,” Wright
said. “What that means is
how do you take that vast
amount of data and information that is collected by the technology and
make decisions that will
increase the profitability of
the farmer, as well as the
ag retailer?”
Students majoring
in precision agriculture
should be equipped to use
these new tools in the agriculture industry.
“It’s limited to those
who know how to use it
and interpret the information. Not everybody knows
how to use it to its greatest
efficiency, so that’s where
the industry is looking to
create a workforce to take
the technology and understand it,” Wright said.
SDSU has been ahead
of this demand curve for
years now, according to
Wright.
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A new precision agriculture degree will allow students at South Dakota State University to be better prepared for various careers within agriculture. SDSU is the first university to introduce this degree.

Classifieds

HELP WANTED /
SERVICES OFFERED

WORK STUDY POSITION: News-

paper carrier wanted. Work approximately 4 hours on Wednesdays delivering The Collegian to
more than 100 on and off campus
sites, beginning after 2:00 p.m.
until the delivery route is completed. Must have valid driver’s
license. Vehicle will be provided.
Route will be shared between two
people. Must be able to lift 10
pounds. Pay is $10/hour.
In home daycare looking for
helper/sub to work with different

ages, I’m looking for someone
organized, friendly, great with
kids, easy going, if possible CPR
trained (I am willing to help get
trained). Part-time hours. Please
send letter of interest, resume and
class schedule to kidzklubhousedaycare@yahoo.com
FOR SALE/GIVEAWAY:
BOWFLEX Extreme 2 SE, like
new $250. King bed $150, can
be converted to waterbed. Black
entertainment center $25. Oak
dining table 42” diameter $180.
44” tv – excellent for gaming $10.
Call (605) 695-3431 or (605) 6953429.
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The class of 2020, along with orientation leaders, listen to various speakers during Convocation Aug. 20 in
Frost Arena.
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While you
were away:
COLLEGIAN STAFF REPORTS

Alumni Green
The Alumni Green Project,
which is located to the west side
of campus across Medary Avenue, is in progress.
The South Dakota State
Foundation and Alumni Association expect the project to be
completed by summer 2017.
The project started midMay, and this summer’s rain
slowed the progress of the project by a couple of weeks, but
the completion time should not
be affected, according to SDSU
Foundation.
The project’s goal is to attract more alumni to visit SDSU
and create more connections.
A university house, which
will be used by the university
president, is being built to replace the Woodbine Cottage.
The current cottage will be repurposed into something else.

The new president’s house
is expected to be completed the
same time as the Alumni Green.
In addition to the Alumni Green Project and the new
president’s house, there will
also be landscape modifications.
The clock tower will be relocated to the center of the Alumni Green to be more “historically accurate.” The relocation will
recreate the concept of the previous Old Central clock tower
and create a focal point of the
new landscape Erpenbach said.
A new project will create
a monument out of two limestones, which were salvaged
from the Campanile restoration
project 16 years ago. The monument will be dedicated to donors and placed next to the
clock tower.
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Dana J. Dykhouse
Construction on the Dana J.
Dykhouse Stadium is almost
complete.
Work continued throughout
the summer while students were
away. Seats were installed, new
turf was put down and the Jacks
football team started practice in
the stadium Aug. 4.
The stadium will hold up
to 19,000 fans, which is 8,000
more seats than Coughlin-Alumni Stadium.
Three sections of seating are

available on the west side of the
stadium including regular seating, club seating and executive
suites. The club seating has its
own concourse and restroom
while the executive suites have
food, beverages, indoor restrooms and outdoor seating.
South Dakota State University announced beer and wine
may be sold at some events in
the stadium. The university announced this after a state law
was changed so that the sale of

alcohol was no longer prohibited
on state campuses.
A public open house on Aug.
27 from 2 to 4 p.m. will allow
students and Brookings community members to tour the facility and watch the Jacks football
team practice.
Officials plan to finish construction by Sept. 8 for the Jacks
Bash celebration. The first football game in the stadium will be
against Drake University Sept.
10.
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The football team has begun practicing in the new Dana J. Dykhouse Stadium while construction continues on the west side.

Administration Changes
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Construction continues on the Alumni Green Project which is located on the west side
of campus across Medary Avenue.

South Dakota State saw a
wave of administrational
changes over the summer.
Barry Dunn transitioned
to his new role as president
of SDSU. He attended an intensive training session on
becoming a president in
San Diego and visited towns
around South Dakota.
Karyn Weber followed
Dunn in joining the Office
of the President. She is the
new assistant to the president.
Daniel Scholl replaced
Dunn as dean of the College
of Agriculture and Biological Sciences.
Michaela Willis joined
the SDSU community in
July as vice president of Student Affairs. Willis previously served as the vice president of enrollment management and students affairs

at Peru State College in Nebraska.
Rebecca Bott took
charge of the Honors College in August as interim
dean of the Honors College.
Bott filled former dean Tim
Nichols’ position after he
followed his wife and former
SDSU Provost Laurie Nichols to the University of Wyoming. Bott was an assistant professor and extension
equine specialist before she
accepted the interim dean
position.
Dennis Hedge took place
of former Provost Nichols
as interim provost. Hedge
looks to maintain efficiency and smooth operations in
his new position. He served
as dean of the College of
Pharmacy before he transitioned to interim provost.

Bummobile

The Bummobile took South Dakota by
storm this summer.
The Hobo Day Committee spread
the word about Hobo Day by taking the
Bummobile across South Dakota.
Towns visited during the Hobo Day
Committee’s summer parade tour travels were Volga for their “Old Timers” celebrations, Tabor for “Czech Days,” Philip
for “Scotty Philip Days,” Dell Rapids for
“Quarry Days,” Watertown, Mitchell for
the Corn Palace Stampede Rodeo, Custer
for “Gold Discovery Days,” Madison for
“Madison Discovery Days,” Clark for “Potato Days” and Scotland for the “Scottie
Stampede Rodeo Days.”
During their travels, the Bummobile
was featured in parades during various
celebrations in South Dakota towns.
The Bummobile will be seen more
frequently across campus as Hobo Day
approaches.
This year’s Hobo Day is Oct. 22 and
the theme for Hobo Day is “Living the
legacy.”

Campus alert system restructured from the inside

Everbridge notifies more than 18,000 students, faculty and staff about campus emergencies
PAT BOWDEN
Reporter
The South Dakota State campus
alert system, Everbridge, received
behind-the-scenes updates this
summer.
These updates will help administration send out mass notifications more easily and effectively.
The system itself was updated to
better serve students studying or
traveling abroad in cases of emergencies elsewhere.
“If one of our students is
studying abroad or traveling and
something happens that they
need to be alerted about, they will
be alerted. And, it gets to them
faster and more efficiently than
the old system,” said Jayme Trygstad, SDSU emergency management specialist. “It’s quicker and
faster to notify students on our
part now… the way it accesses the
towers to the people who need the
alert has increased [in efficiency],
meaning decreasing the time allotted to do that.”
Back on campus, this alert

system helps notify more than
18,000 individuals comprised of
students, faculty and staff of critical communication during events
where timing is crucial. This can
make a huge impact, particularly during situations like severe
weather or active shooters.
Paige Leafstedt, a junior advertising major, has found campus
security measures like the campus
alert system reassuring at SDSU.
“I think that having campus
alert systems are very important
for the college atmosphere. Having an alert system helps students
feel safe and also feel confident
to walk around campus anytime
during the day,” Leafstedt said.
“After students move away from
home they are not going to have
someone checking in on them every day.”
Every new student will receive
an email notification from Membership@Everbridge.net during
their first week of school. This
email will link a student, faculty or staff member to the alert system website to register with the

system.
“The main thing is using common sense when registering with
the system. I highly encourage
students to register with the system to how you want to be notified if there is an emergency on
campus... [I]t could be via text,
via phone call, via email,” Trygstad said. Notifications can also be
sent to other people, if a student
chooses to do so.
Trygstad or the University Police Department are who administrate campus-wide alerts. A limited amount of people are allowed
to send out alerts to maintain
the credibility of the alert system
during critical campus news.
The most recent use for Everbridge was for a tornado advisory
this past summer.
“Using the campus alert system and giving students the tools
to use this system only helps,”
Trygstad said. “There are always
opportunities to improve safety by
giving people on campus the tools
to stay safe and informed.”

KEEPING CAMPUS SAFE
PAT BOWDEN
Reporter
Everbridge is not the only
system SDSU invests in
for the safety of its students: Alertus Desktop Notification and Jackrabbits
Guardian are also two main
systems that help keep
campus secure.
Alertus takes over all
campus computers with
this software when there is
an emergency on hand and
flashes what to do on the
screen. In case of an active
shooter, a screen may flash
and make noise to alert a
class in session and instruct
them on what to do to stay
safe, whether it be to evacuate or hide.
Jackrabbits Guardian,
part of a free app called

Rave Guardian, lets users set safety timers based
on how long it should take
them to get from point A to
point B. If the user does not
reset the safety timer they
set at the beginning of their
journey, family, friends,
roommates and anyone else
the user has as a contact
will be notified that the individual may be in danger.
Bevin Clapper, senior
nursing student, said she
feels safer with such security measures put in place on
campus.
“When there is a danger
on campus I appreciate the
location being included so I
can avoid it,” Clapper said.
“The Rave Guardian system
is reassuring when I walk
across campus at night.”
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JACKS
REACT

Editorial
Issue:
Freshmen must eat at Larson Commons as required by a new
meal plan.
A new meal requirement makes all freshmen have a minimum of 50 blocks on their
meal plan no matter what. The blocks on
the meal plan require students to eat buffet
style at Larson commons.
This change was made in response to
a surge in Tapingo users last semester and
lack of people eating at Larson Commons.
South Dakota State administrators worried students using Tapingo would isolate them from social interaction, so making freshmen eat at Larson Commons was
their solution.
The first reactions to the new freshman
meal requirement from Collegian staff
members weren’t positive. “Boo” and “poor
freshmen” were a few of the responses.
Although it is an admirable reason to
make this change for the betterment of the
students, we, at The Collegian, believe this
was the wrong approach.
It seems unfair to force students to eat

at one location at least once a week for
their first year of college, especially if they
don’t like the food. Larson is notorious for
poor quality food and leaving students a
little sick after they visit the commons—
why force people to eat somewhere they
don’t want to go?
Although the new meal requirement at
its lowest price is cheaper than silver flex,
it still cheats students because they’re not
getting the same quality food elsewhere. If
a student wants to eat healthier, they have
limited options at Larson compared to The
Union. Limited operation hours can also
conflict with students’ schedules, keeping
them from using all of their blocks and getting the most out of their meal plan.
No one knew about this change—incoming students or returning students.
There should have been better communication about this change beforehand. A
survey is supposed to come out in October

to gauge student reactions, but they should
have done a survey last year to see if this
requirement would be effective.
This change is with students in mind,
but it may not be in the best interest of the
students.
We, at The Collegian, think Larson
Commons has an awesome staff and a
great environment, but if SDSU administration wants more students to eat at Larson, there needs to be a change to the quality of food.
Yes, Larson is expanding its salad bar
and getting an ice cream machine, but The
Collegian staff predicts that if the quality of food doesn’t change then the required blocks for freshmen are going to go
to waste.
We, at The Collegian, want people to
be more social, but this is the wrong approach.

“What is your
reaction to
the meal plan
change?”

“Freshmen having a meal
plan is one thing, but
forcing them to eat in one
place is going too far.”

Karim Saleh

Journalism
Senior

Stance:

The requirement is unfair because it forces students to eat
food they don’t like. There needs to be a quality improvement.
The Collegian staff meets weekly and agrees on the issue of the editorial.
The editorial represents the opinion of The Collegian.

Overcoming midwest nice: microagressions at SDSU
ABDEL MO
Columnist
Ah, the Midwest! With its beautiful prairies, corn fields, lakes
and national parks, the Midwest
is truly one of the most beautiful
parts of the country.
My four years at SDSU have
definitely been a great learning
experience, and I’ve had the opportunity to meet quite a few
amazing people and embark on
multiple adventures.
I grew up in Dubai, United
Arab Emirates with more than 3
million people from different cultural and ethnic backgrounds. Because of this I was used to people being rude. This little town
in South Dakota seemed like a
charming little oasis full of warm,
friendly people.
This was before I understood

what “Midwest nice” was. Now,
don’t get me wrong, I love SDSU
and the people have been kind
and gracious, but as a foreigner living in America’s heartland, I
have come to recognize the subtle
racism and rampant microaggressions that exist on our campus.
Now, I want to make it clear
that the purpose of this article is
not to attack South Dakotans or
Caucasians but to shed light on
the struggle faced by many foreigners or minorities on our campus. I am also not an ultra-left
wing liberal who is quick to cry
racism. I fully understand most
people at SDSU come from rural
or small town backgrounds and
haven’t been exposed to other cultures or races.
I feel the need to explain how
international students and minorities at SDSU may feel. From

subtle digs, like “Do you ride camels to school in Dubai?” or “Your
English is so proper” to obviously racist remarks and liberal use of
the N-word on social media such
as Yik Yak and Snapchat. It makes
it extremely difficult for people
of color to feel like they belong or
they are a part of the SDSU community.
There have been times when I
felt like my peers do not like me,
because I am a person of color or
I am foreign. South Dakotans are
very friendly but hard to make
friends with. Subtle things such as
stares while walking around campus and even looks of disgust at
parties or athletic events may not
seem like a big deal, but they really affect the morale and quality of
life for people at the receiving end
of those actions.
My only agenda is to invite

people to have a more open attitude toward minorities and foreigners. Talk to us, become friends
with us—we are just like you. We
have similar aspirations and ultimately we are here to receive
an education and become useful members of society. But in the
meantime let’s have fun together
and learn from each other.
I want to applaud SDSU faculty and staff for working hard
to increase diversity on our campus and for creating resources
to make sure everyone feels welcome.
Lastly, I urge you all to keep
your minds open and embrace the
diversity here at SDSU.
Abdel Mo is an operations management major at SDSU and can be
reached at muqtadir.mohammed@
jacks.sdstate.edu.

Cutting the cord on the “College Experience”
ELIF GABB
Opinion Editor
To all returning students, welcome back!
And to all new students here at South Dakota State, I wish you good luck in beginning
what will be some of the weirdest years of
your life. You’re going to have so much fun.
You’ll try to figure out how you ended up
at Taco John’s at midnight for the third time
this week.
You’ll stumble along trying to find classes until you finally muster up the courage to
ask somebody for directions.
You’ll experience college parties for the
first time and realize that they are completely overrated.
You’ll watch way too much Netflix, when
instead you should be writing that essay
with its ever looming deadline.
You’ll miss your family and friends terribly, yet on some days, you won’t miss them
at all.
For most of us, the college experience is
a rite of passage. But I have to ask, why are
we so obsessed with it? With a great deal of
hard work, come next spring I shall be graduating with my Bachelor of Arts degree completed in three years rather than the regu-
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lar four. I do not mention this fact in order
to brag. I bring it up because of the reaction
I face when I tell people I am graduating in
three years and not four.
Unlike what you’d expect, I do not receive a “congratulations” or “nice job.” The
most common response is “why?” with a
sneer added onto their face for good measure. I struggled to understand why my
achievement was met with so much hostility
until now. It all comes down to fear.
As great as the “college experience” is, it
has to end at some point. However scary it
may be, we all have to step out of college—a
very expensive extension of our childhood—
and out into the real world.
I recognize that it’s tough, I really do. I
have absolutely no clue what I want to do after college, but I’m still graduating early. I
made the choice to start living. (Although,
I may have to eat my own words if I end up
at law-school and decide to relive college all
over again.)
Too often I see people extend their stay
at college for no good reason. I do not mean
the people who have to take a semester or
two off to work and save up for the crushing
expenses college brings—I mean the people who extend their stay at college “just be-
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cause.” To keep drinking; to keep partying;
to keep ordering way too much Domino’s for
one person; to keep extending their childhood; to keep on living the “college experience.” They don’t want it to end. Unfortunately, it just has to.
But if I am allowed one final word on the
“college experience,” it has to be this: never think that your time at college will be the
best time of your life.
College is tough. You’ll wake up miserable after two hours of sleep trying to meet
a deadline; your caffeine tolerance will become so high that coffee just doesn’t affect
you anymore; you’ll make some great friends
who end up breaking your heart time and
time again.
College will change your life for the better, but somehow also leave you battered,
broken and bruised. In the end, regardless of
what happened during our time at college,
we still have to pick ourselves up, dust ourselves off and walk away.
Take my hand—we’ll do it together.
Elif Gabb is the Opinion Editor for The Collegian and can be reached at egabb@sdsucollegian.
com.
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“Flex dollars are easier to
use and more flexible. I
don’t know anybody who
would go to Larsons aside
for Taco Tuesdays.”

CJ Peters

Nursing
Junior

“I wouldn’t like it (as a
freshman), because I’d
want to be able to eat
where I want to eat.”

Ellie Antrim

Pre-Nursing
Sophomore

“If they were to improve
the food at Larson and
the times they serve food,
then it would be more
acceptable.”

Masen Quist

Graphic Design
Senior
Letters to the Editor
Send letters to letters@
sdsucollegian.com
or to USU 069 Box
2815, Brookings, S.D.
57006. You can also
post comments online
at www.sdsucollegian.
com. Please keep to less
than 250 words.
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Helping sustainability
grow on SDSU’s campus

20/20 vision for American
swimmer Michael Phelps

JENNIFER McLAUGHLIN
Guest Columnist

RACHEL ASTLEFORD
Columnist

Welcome back Jacks! It has been an exciting summer on campus in regards to
sustainability.
More than a month ago, we hired
the first sustainability specialist for
South Dakota State University, with
the goal of creating a more sustainable
campus.
Did you know sustainability is one
of SDSU’s core values? Having a sustainability specialist on campus will
help SDSU grow in sustainability and
spread its values and lifestyles to our
campus community of students, faculty
and staff. Sustainability projects could
vary from recycling and water conservation to community outreach and integrating sustainability into courses.
Sustainability is key to a good life. It
looks at how we use our resources and
distribute them in a way that can benefit everyone. It helps our environment
heal and stay clean so it can provide us
with ecological services such as clean
air, shade, beauty, materials, food and
erosion control. It also helps us build a
stronger economy and community, one
where everyone is accepted and has access to basic human needs like good
food, shelter, clean water and education.
Try out these quick tips on easy ways
to be sustainable at SDSU:
Recycle
Recycling is a process where old materials are broken down then turned

into a new product. Recycling is a great
way to give your trash another life.
Use a reusable water bottle
Water bottle refill stations are found
across campus. You can also fill up your
water bottle with water at the dining facilities when you grab your meal.
Turn off lights when you leave a room
This is a super quick and easy way
to conserve energy. Get in the habit of turning off the light every time you
leave, then you’ll never forget!
Keep your windows shut while your
air conditioner is running
No sense cooling the outdoors.
Buy used books
This not only saves money, but it
also reuses materials.
Meet people on campus who are different than you
It’s amazing what you can learn
from different cultures, sexual orientations and faith.
You can follow SDSU sustainability at:
Website: www.sdstate.edu/
sustainability
Facebook: SDState Sustainability
Twitter: @SustainSDState
Instagram: SDState Sustainability
E-mail: Jennifer.mclaughlin@sdstate.
edu
Jennifer McLaughlin is the Sustainability Specialist at SDSU and can be reached at
Jennifer.mclaughlin@sdstate.edu.

Michael Phelps can’t be done yet.
In the 2012 Olympic Games in London, Phelps was able to win six medals,
four of them gold, which secured him the
title of world’s greatest swimmer. Following those wins, Phelps stated that he was
done with professional swimming for
good. He told Anderson Cooper on “60
Minutes” in 2012, “Once I retire, I’m retiring. I’m done.”
But that didn’t happen.
Phelps would be seen competing once
again in April 2014. So, we can all see retirement didn’t last very long for the phenomenal swimmer.
USA Today’s Nicole Auerbach was
able to talk to Phelps about retirement
and he said, “Retirement was pretty boring, honestly. It’s funny, I literally would
do nothing. It’s good to have some structure back in my life.”
Now, four years after the London
Olympics, he won six more medals and
became the most decorated Olympian of
all time with a total of 28 medals, 23 of
them gold.
On Saturday, Aug. 14 of the 2016 Rio
Olympic Games, Phelps swam his his last
race (4x100 Medley Relay) of this year’s
Olympics. This was also supposedly the
last race of his Olympic career. In an interview with NBC’s Matt Lauer, Phelps
expressed his intent of retiring, “Done,
done, done – and this time I mean it.”
So although we’ve all heard that this
is apparently the end of his profession-

al swimming career, should we still expect
to see Phelps compete in the 2020 Olympic Games in Tokyo?
Personally, I believe he’s got “20/20”
vision and could definitely continue to
rack up more medals in 2020. Phelps
will be 35 in 2020 which is a bit older
for an Olympian, but it certainly isn’t old
enough to keep him from winning more
gold.
However, it is still important to remember that Phelps now has a 3-monthold son which is one of the main reasons
Phelps announced he was retiring after
the 2016 Olympic Games. But, even with
his fatherly responsibilities, I believe that
following these games, Phelps will most
likely feel like a fish out of water not training for the Olympics. His inner drive will
force him to give in and go for more gold
in 2020.
Even his teammate, Ryan Lochte,
said, “I honestly don’t think this is going
to be his last Olympics. I’m saying he’s going to come back again.”
And honestly, if Phelps did return for
the 2020 Olympics, very few of us would
complain. He is unarguably one of the
greatest living athletes, with countless
fans not only from the United States, but
all over the world.
So, perhaps we should all keep a lookout for the merman Michael Phelps in
2020 and see if he decides to add more
gold to his treasure chest.
Rachel Astleford is a nutriton and dietetics
major at SDSU and can be reached at rachel.
astleford@jacks.sdstate.edu.

Textbooks adding another dimension to student debt
BENJAMIN M. HUMMEL
Columnist
My first experience with buying my own
textbook was at the beginning of my junior year of high school when I took it
upon myself to enroll in a dual-credit history class. The high school picked up the
cost of the credits, but it fell upon me to
purchase my own books. Needless to say,
I was disgusted by the price of a single
textbook.
On top of ceaselessly increasing tuition, today’s college students also take on
the financial burden of paying for their
textbooks. According to the Scholarly Publishing & Academic Resources Coalition (SPARC), textbooks increased in
price by 82 percent between 2003 and
2013. And as of 2015, CollegeBoard states
that the average student pays as much
as $1,300 per year for books and other

source materials. This provides yet another barrier college students have to hurdle
over. Everyone, from students to professors, should call companies out on their
bluff.
The reason that many books costs
stay so high is because ``companies constantly crank out new editions every year,
making older editions obsolete. They can
also include “access codes” or passwords
that allow the students to complete material-related content online, often required in classes. By inserting these additional features in “bundles,” companies
can also justify maintaining high prices for their older material. As the prices
add up, many students avoid classes with
overly expensive books, or worse yet, take
the class and decide not to purchase the
materials.
Some companies argue that they
charge more for their books and materi-

als because students are receiving high
quality products. However, several studies from SPARC are beginning to prove
them wrong.
SPARC supports Open Education Resources, which are reduced-price (or free)
resources for higher education. Many education advocacy groups and relief efforts such as Achieving the Dream and
Flat World Knowledge offer open textbooks and work materials. Studies at
both Houston Community College and
Virginia State University support claims
that these cheaper resources lead to higher grades and lower withdrawal rates.
Another avenue of action lies in way
of congressional intervention. Bills being pressed by Sen. Dick Durbin, D-I.L.,
and Rep. Suzan DelBene, D-W.A., would
sanction government grants that would
make high-quality, low-cost educational
materials available to all community col-

leges and state universities, resulting in
millions of dollars saved by students and
their families.
Washington state has often been cited as a leader in this respect, as the State
Board for Community & Technical Colleges systematically provided inexpensive
textbooks for students, with a jaw-dropping $5.5 million saved in just four years.
If congress were to nationalize a similar relief effort, they would remove a major deterrent to many young people experiencing fiscal difficulties as well as those
willing to go back to school to obtain degrees.
Benjamin M. Hummel is an english education and speech & communications major at
SDSU and can be reached at benjamin.hummel@jacks.sdstate.edu.
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Brookings Cinema 5 temporarily closes one theater after fire
MAKENZIE HUBER
Managing Editor
A fire on the Cinema 5 rooftop
made movie-goers evacuate the
building around 10:30 p.m. Friday, Aug. 19.
No one was injured. Damage
to the building will temporarily
force Cinema 5 to become Cinema 4 as a theater will be closed
for repairs.
Although the fire only damaged the roof, smoke from the
fire and water from firefighters
damaged theater five.
Repairs should be completed within the next month, said
Dick Peterson, Brookings Cinema 5 owner. The screen, sound
and wall decorations for theater
five, in the southwest corner of
the building, will be replaced.
Construction work on the
theater expansion is not impacted, he said.
The fire was caused by by a
lightning strike to the building
during the storm the night before, said Darrell Hartmann, the
Brookings fire chief.
Workers reported a leak in
the movie theater roof earlier Friday and roof workers repaired the piece of damaged roof
from the lightning. The lightning damaged the power source
for neon lighting on the roof, but
wasn’t seen or fixed and later led
to the fire, Hartmann said.
To compensate for one less
available theater, Cinema 5 will
only be showing “Pete’s Dragon” during the day and “Sausage
Party” during evening hours.

PHU NGUYEN • The Collegian

Workers repair the damage caused to the roof of Cinema 5 due to a fire on Friday night on Saturday, Aug. 20, 2016 in Brookings.

>> PRECISION AG
Continued from A2
This could make SDSU the go-to
university for precision agriculture and
also make the school better known for
this type of degree since it is the first
university to offer a bachelor’s in precision agriculture.
“There are many universities that
are just thinking about a precision ag.
curriculum, and we started our curriculum years ago. We’re several years ahead
of other land grant universities in the
Midwest,” Wright said. “Ag. businesses
have been telling us for years that they
need bachelor’s graduates and master’s
level graduates with higher levels of agronomic and technical skills.”
Understanding precision agriculture
is not just important to modern farming
and crop production, but it is also a key
piece to the future of feeding the world,
said Nicholas Uilk, instructor in agriculture and biosystems engineering.
“It’s improving the production of agriculture—they’re always saying we’re
going to need to feed nine billion by
2050, so we need to continue our production, and precision is the tool to do
that,” Uilk said. “Precision ag. enables
the next step in higher production.”

This curriculum is different from a
normal agriculture degree in a number of ways, including a higher level of
mathematics as well as four new courses developed specifically for this major. Undergraduates with this major will
also be expected to use programs like
Microsoft Excel as a key tool in presenting sensor data.
Another benefit to this major, according to Uilk, is that more students
can now engage in labs and hands-on
experiences to better understand the
field they will be working in down the
road.
“Instead of 16 students watching one
instructor, we have 16 students out doing the lab,” Uilk said. “That’s a staple to
the program.”
As SDSU sits on the verge of a firstof-its-kind degree, precision agriculture
courses will start this fall and may have
a projected beginning class size of 17.
“It’s very exciting to know that you’re
on the cutting edge of education. It’s
very exciting to hear feedback from industry that says ‘congratulations, it’s absolutely the right thing to do, we need
your graduates,’” Wright said. “There
will be no shortage of jobs, that’s for
sure.”

LEXIE PRIEST • The Collegian

The new precision agriculture degree will include a higher level of mathematics and four new courses
specifically developed for the major. The university is the first to create this degree.

>> DUNN
Continued from A1
Dunn notes that the management
dashboards may not cause visible changes
across campus, but it will be effective for
involved parties.
Preparing for the future
Dunn is looking into what the future
student body will look like and how the
university will react to the changing demographics.
“Our land grant mission says that we
are the place of access for the common
person, the yoman worker,” Dunn said.
He emphasized that SDSU welcomes
the change and minority populations of
students.
“We want them here. It’s our job to include, to open the doors for these emerging populations,” he said.
The change will not occur overnight,
Dunn said. Instead, it will be gradual. He
wants the campus to embrace the land
grant mission of access and the new populations of students attending the university. In order to prepare, there will be an
emphasis on diversity and inclusion.
Bott recognized his interest in the student populations while he was working in
his former position.
“President Dunn is dedicated to building relationships and to the development
of people. This is evident watching him
interact with staff, faculty, students and
stakeholders,” she said. “He knows students as individuals and what they are interested in.”
Sustainable campus
Other areas Dunn wants to enhance
at SDSU are sustainability and the student experience.
As a self-proclaimed environmental-

ist, Dunn wants to address the issue of litter.
“My goal is to have a campus that is
so beautiful and so well cared for that we
don’t need a clean up day,” he said. “Every
day is a clean up day.”
Overall, Dunn feels it is his responsibility as SDSU’s president to make sure
students are successful.
“It’s my ultimate responsibility to create a very strong and healthy university,” Dunn said. “My job is student success
whether it’s participating in intramurals
or having good janitorial services to having the housing office run in a very student-focused, customer-service focused
(way). That’s a strong, healthy organization.”
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Transition:
a challenge
for all
SELENA YAKABE
Lifestyles Editor
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South Dakota State University student volunteers help unload incoming freshmen’s belongings for residence hall move-in during MeetState Friday, Aug.19.

MeetState shows off their smooth moves

ALLISON CHRISTENSON
Lifestyles Reporter
MeetState’s record number of 850 helpers
joined together to make this year’s move-in
weekend “a big success.”
Toby Uecker, the associate director for
Living-Learning and Outreach, said all
MeetState staff worked diligently Friday
Aug. 19 and Saturday Aug. 20 to move in
all incoming freshmen and sophomores.
“One word that I would use to describe
[the MeetState staff ] is dedicated,” Uecker said. “It’s pretty cool to see everyone pull
together.”
However, in the midst of jam-packed
golf carts and cardboard boxes, one incoming student was battling her nerves.

Megan Van Sloten, a Mathews Hall resident from Orange City, Iowa, said she was
“a little nervous” to start college, and she
wasn’t alone.
“I don’t know why, but I’m nervous,”
said Linda Peta, mother of a Mathews Hall
resident. “It’s so hard to leave.”
Though the nerves set in for students
and parents, many were also excited. Katrina Perry in Brown Hall said she couldn’t
wait to meet new people and Josh Lee in
Ben Reifel Hall said they were excited to
attend games in the new football stadium.
“It was great to get all the students acclimated at SDSU,” Uecker said. “We wanted to make the first and lasting impression
on students to be a positive one.”
SA President Ally Helms volunteered

during MeetState.
“I was so excited to meet all of the new
jacks,” Helms said. “I’m looking forward to
getting to know everyone this year.”
Whether it was meeting new people at
the MeetState picnics or exploring some
of the organizations on campus at Engage
State, students were immersed in opportunities. That would not have been possible without the help from all the MeetState
staff.
With more than 3,200 students moved
in over the weekend, Uecker says he is
proud of the staff and what they were able
to accomplish.
“The collaboration [between staff and
students] impressed me,” Uecker said.
“Overall, this year was a big success.”

A guide for the next two weeks in Brookings, on campus
ALLISON CHRISTENSON
Lifestyles Reporter
Several events are happening
around town and campus the
first two weeks school is back
in session. Incoming freshman,
and all students, are encouraged to attend.

August 23
School of Design Faculty Show
- 8 a.m. @ Grove Hall
The Ritz Gallery in Grove
Hall will show the work of the
School of Design Studio Art
and Graphic Design faculty
from Aug. 23 to Sept. 23. The
gallery is open every weekday
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

August 24
1 Million Cups - 9 a.m. @ The
Brookings Children’s Museum
The event is composed of a
six minute presentation by different people on their in-progress projects. The audience
brainstorms and discusses
helpful ideas to share with the
speaker for 20 minutes. This
event is held every week.
Music on Main: Bobbi Jean
- 6 p.m. @ Nick’s Hamburger Shop
Music on Main is held every week in August at Nick’s
Park in Downtown Brookings.
This week’s artist, Bobbi Jean,
is a recent South Dakota State
graduate who specializes in indie/alternative music covers.

is free and will be open to anyone wanting to spin, knit, crochet or do any other fiber art.

ty racing. The speedway is off
of Medary Avenue near Northbrook Park.

Multicultural Center Open
House - 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. @
Student Union - Lower level

Dana J. Dykhouse Open House
Students, community members and others can tour the
new football stadium from 2 to
4 p.m. The football team will
host a practice from 3 to 4 p.m.

Downtown at Sundown - 5
p.m. @ Downtown Brookings
This free music series began
in July and will come to a close
Aug. 25. In addition to live music there will be face painting,
inflatables, games and other
activities. It’s located on Fifth
street between Wooden Legs
Brewing Co. and the Brookings
Register.
SDSU Greenlight Horticulture
Club Sale and Raffle - 11 a.m. to
1 p.m. @ Student Union
This is the last day to purchase small succulents and
houseplants from the Greenlight Horticulture Club. There
will also be a large cactus raffled off.

August 26
SDSU Women’s Soccer vs.
Northern Iowa - 6 p.m. @
Fishback Soccer Park

August 27
Brookings Farmer’s Market - 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. @ Sixth Avenue
Local farmers and producers will sell produce and other
commodities. The market will
continue through October.

August 25

Wing and Brew Festival - 12
p.m. @ Swiftel Center
Festivities include a wing
eating contest, volleyball tournament, live music and other activities. Taste wings and
beer from local area businesses
while taking part in the activities offered.

Open Fiber Arts Fun - 9:30
a.m. @ South Dakota Agricultural Heritage Museum
The Brookings Fiberworks
Guild hosts this event every
Thursday morning. The event

Local Points Go Kart Race 1 p.m. @ University Plains
Speedway near Northbrook
Park
Join in at University Plains
Speedway for high intensi-

SDSU Journalism Club Meeting - 4 p.m. @ Yeager Hall
This is the first meeting of
the school year for journalism
students or anyone interested
in journalism.

August 28
SDSU Women’s Soccer vs. Kansas - 1 p.m. @ Fishback Soccer Park

August 29
Wellness Center Member Appreciation Week begins
The Wellness Center will be
hosting Membership Appreciation Week Aug. 29 to Sept. 2.
There will be specials all week,
such as $1 joining fee, 50 percent off all new locker rentals,
15 percent off all apparel and
daily door prizes.
SDSU Soccer Club daily practices begin - 5:30 p.m. @ Wellness Center
Daily practices begin behind the Wellness Center. Club
participation fee is $40 and
there is an eight game minimum season schedule.

August 31
Student Part-Time Job Fair
- 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. @ Student
Union
Sponsored by SDSU Career Development and South
Dakota Department of Labor
and Regulation, this event is a
chance for employers to interact one-on-one with students.
Journalism Back to School Party - 4 p.m. @ Yeager Hall
This is a free gathering for
all journalism club members or
anyone wishing to join the club.
Food will be provided.
Music on Main: The Bliss - 6
p.m. to 8 p.m. @ Nick’s Hamburger Shop

This is the last night of Music on Main at Nick’s Park.
The Bliss is an acoustic rock/
pop band from Brookings. The
band consists of Aaron Toronto on the guitar and lead vocals,
Louis Whitehead on the drums,
Mike Ropp playing Bass guitar
and Janni Anderson on vocals.
SDSU Dietetics and Health
Sciences Club - 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
@ Wagner 127
This is the first meeting of
the DHS club. Snacks will be
provided. Healthy recipes, volunteer opportunities and more
are offered through the DHS
club.

September 4
SDSU Women’s Volleyball vs.
Bradley University - 3 p.m. @
Frost Arena

September 7
College of Nursing Career Fair
- 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. @ Volstorff
Ballroom
This free event is for students seeking employment in
the field of nursing. Internships and full-time positions
are available.
1 Million Cups - 9 a.m. @ The
Brookings Children’s Museum
The event is composed of a
six minute presentation by different people on their in-progress projects. The audience
brainstorms and discusses
helpful ideas to share with the
speaker for 20 minutes. This
event is held every week.
Ag-Bio’s Annual Ice Cream Social - 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. @
Caldwell Green
This is not a comprehensive
list of events @ Brookings.
For more information, go to
www.visitbrookingssd.com or
www.sdstate.edu/events.

Transitioning back to school,
whether a freshman, sophomore,
junior or senior, presents its own
challenges each year, according to
the university counseling center.
Each student reacts differently to coming back to school. But
Darci Nichols, the assistant director of the Wellness Counseling
Center, said the overarching issue
students face is anxiety.
“There’s different challenges at different stages of college,”
Darci said. “For freshmen, I think
that some apprehension maybe,
or anticipatory anxiety, is good, is
normal. That says that you’re invested in doing well and engaged
in academics and your campus
life. Of course, there’s going to be
some normal anxiety with something new.”
Nichols said sophomores may
face the challenge of classes that
have increased in difficulty.
“In my experience, some of
my most challenging classes were
sophomore year,” Nichols said.
“You know, people kind of feel like
you have the college life down,
which you may or may not. Plus,
you are really getting into heavier
credit loads and challenging ‘weed
out’ classes for majors.”
By junior year, Nichols said
students are hopefully establishing their major and taking classes they enjoy. But, managing living off campus and being independent can also be a challenge.
Basically, college is stressful and
there is not necessarily an “easier” year. Once senior year comes
around, students start thinking
about what the next step is after
college.
According to an article by Macalester College in Saint Paul,
Minnesota, some of the top issues
college students face are homesickness, independence and experiencing more challenging courses.
Nichols said the counseling center is expecting about 30
more clients during the first week
of school, which she predicts are
mostly freshmen. Most upperclassmen do not tend to make appointments until closer to midterms since they may not need
support until their stress level
builds.
There is a counselor on call
whenever school is in session and
the residence halls are open. A
student can make contact by calling the University Police Department and asking to speak to the
counselor on call. Then, the counselor can connect with the student
and make arrangements for what
the student needs.
Nichols said students come to
school with expectations of what
their classes or roommates are going to be like and some people try
to reinvent themselves in college,
but students should try to “manage” these expectations.
“I think it is important to keep
(expectations) in the intermediate range,” Nichols said. “Everything is not going to be perfect or
be what you thought it might. But
you can figure out what is going
well, what the challenges are and
deal with those.”
Nichols said it is important to
give it time. Another important
factor is to reach out sooner rather than later if it’s not going well.
If students are homesick, generally it means their needs aren’t being met. So, counselors help identify what those specific needs are.
Early intervention can help students adjust better. Stress management is also key to a good
transition.
“Dorm rooms take away alone
time, so you have to be creative in
thinking of a different way to relieve stress, which on one hand
is good because it teaches how to
be resilient and how to deal with
all that,” Nichols said. “I think
it’s good to have a variety of coping mechanisms that give you options.”
Nichols said it is best to have
both an active and inactive way of
relieving stress.

Continued to A8
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FOODIE

SELENA YAKABE
Lifestyles Editor
So, lifestyles might see a few changes in the future.
Namely me. And I’m told that I can occasionally
write articles about alcohol, so that made my day.
But, I figured I should tell the readership a little bit about me. My story is slightly different, but
we’re all supposedly unique, right?
I count both Hawaii and Colorado as my home
states since I was born in Hawaii and raised for a
good portion of my life in Colorado. I’ve spent my
21 years of existence traveling around the country,
and world, so I often get asked what brought me to
South Dakota.
That’s a tough question because I never really have a good answer for that besides agriculture,
and well, why not South Dakota? I’ve spent my life
trying to experience new things, and South Dakota
is/was a new thing for me.
It’s my philosophy that people should try things
at least once (obviously excluding some of the bad
things like murdering people) just for the experience. Life is about your experiences, and I want to
experience life to the fullest. Hopefully you do too,
because there’s so much to experience out there in
the “real world.”
Though I’ve already been to 13 or so foreign
countries and I’m not sure how many states, there
are so many other places I hope life takes me. I
know people talk about seeing the world, but I ac-

THE

Going through life without a plan
tually want to do it. Even Antarctica.
I’m passionate about the outdoors, traveling,
culture, art, reading, pretty much anything you can
think of and, of course, beer. I can’t say I know a lot
about anything, but I know a little about a lot. My
interests keep growing, but I unfortunately can’t
do it all. I certainly try, though.
Honestly, it’s pretty hard to pin me down because I’m constantly running around.
Even throughout the school year I tend to be in
Alabama, Colorado, Hawaii or California visiting
my family. My immediate family is all military or
prior service, so we tend to be scattered across the
country, but that just keeps things interesting.
And as a lot of people say, the best things that
happen are usually unplanned. So, my advice for
the day is to just go with the flow and to not get
caught up in planning out all the details.
As the new lifestyles editor, I invite you to
sit back and enjoy the experience of the 2016-17
school year as well as my senior-year shenanigans
with me. I’ll even try to throw in an entertaining
column now and then.
I can’t say I have specific, set plans for what I
will have in this section throughout the year, but I
will do my best to make it entertaining.
Like many other people, this is my last year of
college, and that’s a little daunting. But hopefully I,
and my other senior peers, will make it through the
tunnel without too much senioritis.

The Collegian is

NOW
HIRING
Reporters
Visual Editor
News Editor
Photographers
Ad Reps
Ad Designers
Grab an application in our office, located in room 069
(lower level of The Union)

>> TRANSITION
Continued from A7
“Physical activity definitely
needs to be present. Whatever you like to do, get your heart
rate up,” Nichols said. “Physically exert yourself until you
get that endorphin rush and
feel stress leaving your body.”
But Nichols said students
also need something to help
their mind “zone out.” This
helps for the times that roommates are there.
“It can be Netflix, it can be
going online, social media,”
Nichols said. “But you need to
manage how much time you
are spending. There should be
time for yourself every day at
the end of the day to transition from class to an evening of
studying. You can’t go directly from one to the other, usually you need to let brain transition.”
Though there can sometimes be a stigma associated
with going to counseling, Nichols said she thinks the universi-

Are you craving a quick, grab-and-go snack while you race
through the day? Look below for a student-worthy recipe (that’s
supposedly heathly...).
Food for the Foodie: No-bake PB & Granola Bars
Ingredients:
• 1 cup peanut butter
• 1/2 cup honey
• 3 cups rolled oats
Directions:
1. Line a 9x9 pan with foil or parchment paper. Spray the pan
lightly with non-stick spray.
2. Melt the peanut butter and honey together in a medium sized
pan until smooth. This can also be done in the microwave in
a microwave safe bowl.
3. Combine the oats with the mixture.
4. Press into the pan to make an even surface. Refrigerate the
mixture until it is set and cut it into squares or rectangles.

Enjoy!

Recipe retrieved from http://cookiesandcups.com/3-ingredient-no-bake-peanut-butter-oat-squares/
ty has been embracing the topic of mental health awareness,
especially through this year’s
common read “Boy Meets Depression” by Kevin Breel.
All students can use the
counseling center resources, but freshman also have the
first-year advising center.
Matt Tollefson, a first-year
academic adviser, said firstyear academic advisers are assigned approximately 350 students, and they can see upwards of 100 students in the
first week of school.
The advisers are there for
more than just help with picking out classes, Tollefson said.
They can discuss long-term
goals, life, different opportunities on campus, internships,
study abroad, finding a niche
and “pretty much anything.”
The first-year advising center advisers try to get freshmen
connected on campus right
away and to get them to know
the people they are living with.
“Sometimes certain questions might be embarrassing

so we are definitely here to answer those questions,” Tollefson
said. “If you’re really struggling
and just want someone to talk
to we can certainly do that.”
Tollefson said the common
issues they see freshman having are a “career or major identity crisis” and being overwhelmed after syllabus week.
It induces almost a panic about
what they’re going to do. But
that’s why the advisers are
there to help out.
Tollefson recommends setting academic goals and writing them down as well as making a habit of going to every
class.
“Once you start skipping it
becomes easier and easier, and
then you find excuses not to
go,” Tollefson said. “When we’re
talking about schedule grids,
class time and study time, personal time should be in there.
Going to yoga, going to shoot
hoops in wellness center, going and checking Pokémon GO,
whatever it is, get out there
and make it a priority to go do.”

Jack’s Weekly

Horoscopes
Leo
If you are having
mistrustful feelings
toward your mate’s
use of hobo dough,
investigate. However,
don’t jump to
conclusions. Twoway communication
is a must for a healthy
relationship.

Libra

If your rabbit foot
thumps for one who
does not return the
love, take caution. Ask
yourself if these feelings
are love or lust, then
question their feelings.
If it doesn’t feel right,
there are other rabbits
in the carrot patch.

Pisces

Refrain from pulling
those ears over your
eyes to avoid conflict
this week. Hiding
in your den will not
resolve tension between
you and your loving
Jack, or Lady Jack.
Stand by your rabbit.

Virgo

All that is orange is not
a carrot. This phrase
may ring true for you
this week, as some
feelings may not thump
to the same rhythm
as your mate. A oncehealthy carrot can turn
rotten.

Taurus

If a new rabbit has
caught your eye, you
may want to think
twice. Sometimes those
tall ears and fluffy tail
are too good to be true.
There is still such a
thing as gold diggers,
or dough diggers. Keep
an eye out.

Scorpio

Be careful about mixing
your social and love life
this week. Although
you want your fellow
jacks to approve of your
new mate, keep the
carrots away from the
dessert. You’ll be
glad you did.

Aries

An office romance
might develop this
week. If possible, hop
clear of any temptation
to flirt with someone
you work with. He or
she might be pulling
the ears over your eyes,
trying to be someone
that they’re not.

Sagittarius

You and your mate
may be going through
a rough patch. To
brighten things up,
take a night to hang
out in the den with a
pint of carrot juice and,
of course, your loving
counterpart.

Gemini

This week may bring
a quarrel to the den.
There will be strain
between you and your
mate because of a
domestic responsibility.
Give your Jack, or Lady
Jack, time to get a nice,
strong carrot to relax.
You’ll both need it.

Capricorn

In regards to
your relationship
expectations, don’t
have your ears up in
the clouds. It will be
best to be realistic with
your mate, as they may
feel that you’re too
immature to handle the
situation.

Cancer

Your mate has been
acting suspicious
lately. Instead of
hopping around those
uneasy feelings, grab
them by the tail.
It would be in your best
interest to drag the
unspoken truths out of
the rabbit hole.

Aquarius

Hobo dough may be
straining your love life
this week. Although
your mate may bring
home the carrots, don’t
hog them. Financial
responsibility will be
key to keeping your
relationship afloat. Talk
about it.
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Jacks play their first game against Texas Christian University on Sept. 3 and have their home opener against Drake University on Sept. 10 after going 8-4 last year.

FILE PHOTO • The Collegian

Jackrabbit football ready for 2016-17
ANDREW HOLTAN
Sports Editor
The South Dakota State Jackrabbit football
team is set to play their first game at 6 p.m.
Sept. 10 in their brand-new Dana J. Dykhouse Stadium when they host the Drake
Bulldogs in their home opener.
Jackrabbit head coach John Stiegelmeier had nothing but good things to say when
asked about the new confines.
“If we are committed, and we are, to (winning) a national championship, you need to
have facilities to support that,” Stiegelmeier
said. “We are really excited to move into the
stadium.”
The week before their home opener they
will travel to Fort Worth, Texas, to take on

Volleyball
builds off
last year’s
improvements
ANDREW HOLTAN
Sports Editor
The South Dakota State volleyball team
starts their season Friday in a tournament in Green Bay, WI.
The Jacks went 7-25 overall last year
and 4-12 in Summit League play in their
first season under Head Coach Nicole
Cirillo.
Cirillo is ready for her second season
as head coach to start.
“My expectations for this season are
really just excitement,” Cirillo said. “With
so many young players, I’m not really
sure what to expect from them on a performance standpoint, but I’m expecting
them to give their full effort and do the
things we have been working on.”
The volleyball team has six new faces on their roster, including five freshmen
and one sophomore transfer. They are returning eight players who all saw time on
the court.
“They [the returners] have set expectations for themselves, whether it was
with my help or not,” Cirillo said. “To
have that help and constant reminder for
the newcomers to build off what we did
last year.”
Of those returners Cirillo thinks senior outside hitter Ashley Beaner will
contribute the most to the team. Last
year Beaner led the team with 2.44 kills
per set and a .237 hitting percentage. She
was also picked for this year’s Summit
League Volleyball Watch List.
“Offensively, I want to see her continue to grow,” Cirillo said. “I thought she
did a great job last year, but this year she
has made more improvements so I think
I’m the most excited to see what she
does.”

Continued to B3

the Texas Christian University Horned Frogs.
TCU comes into the season ranked 13th in
the AP Top 25.
The Jacks normally play a FBS team to
start the year instead of FCS. Last year they
defeated their FBS opponent in Kansas University 41-38.
SDSU was picked to finish third in the
Missouri Valley Football Conference preseason poll. North Dakota State, who are the
five-time defending national champions,
were picked to finish first while Northern
Iowa was picked to finish second. The Jacks
finished third last year in the MVFC.
Despite not yet having a clear-cut starting quarterback to date, both senior Zach Lujan and sophomore Taryn Christion appear
ready to take the reins of the Jackrabbit of-

fense. Last year Lujan played in nine games
and threw for 1,861 yards and 14 touchdowns.
Christion threw for 1,286 yards and seven
touchdowns last year, while also rushing for
484 yards and five touchdowns.
The Jacks know they will be fine at the
wide receiver position as they have twotime All-American Jake Wieneke. Wieneke is
heading into his junior season, and after just
two years he has totaled 2,876 yards receiving
and 27 touchdowns. He heads into the 2016
season just six touchdowns away from breaking the career touchdown record. He is also
745 yards away from the career receiving record.

Continued to B3

New Dana J. Dykhouse Stadium
installs weather safe soybean-based turf
KATHERINE CLAYTON
Editor-in-Chief
Spectators will attend football games at
the Dana J. Dykhouse stadium, and they
may not realize that soy was a key product
in the construction.
The turf in the stadium was installed
this summer. The portion of the turf that
the artificial blades of grass attach to are
made using soybean oil.
Artificial blades of grass are attached
to the backing of the turf, which is similar
to carpet backing. The backing of turf was
made by using soybean oil.
Soy turf was also installed in the Sanford-Jackrabbit Athletic Complex where
the football team typically practices.
This type of turf uses a soy-based polyurethane instead of petrol-based polyol
that is typically used in artificial turf. The

turf in the stadium was produced by AstroTurf LLC.
Jeff Holm, senior associate athletic director for facilities and operations, said
the artificial turf made using bio-based
polyol was a natural choice for a land
grant university such as South Dakota
State University.
“It’s just an opportunity to support the
land grant mission,” Holm said.
The Dana J. Dykhouse Stadium is one
of the few stadiums in the country to have
a soy-based turf. Kansas State University
also has a turf made using soybean oil.
The turf may be different, but it will
not cause any issues for the players, Holm
said.
Players and spectators may not even
notice the difference in the turf.
“There is no significant difference,”
Holm said. “It’s just a different way to

manufacture it.”
Turf was chosen for the stadium instead of grass because weather would not
affect turf. Holm also said the athletic department will not have to paint the turf.
When there was grass, they had to repaint
the surface frequently.
“The artificial turf is huge for us,”
Holm said. “and for our team to have a
consistent place to practice.”
The football stadium is nearing completion, and there will be an open house
Aug. 27 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Minor work will continue happening
during the open house, but Holm said the
stadium is “on time” and “on schedule.”
”By Sept. 8 for the Luke Bryan concert
and the first football game,” he said, “we’ll
be all set.”

MAKENZIE HUBER • The Collegian

Instead of grass, the new Dana J. Dykhouse stadium’s turf was made using soybean oil. The turf will not be affected by rain and does not need to be constantly
painted.
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Men’s, women’s tennis
gear up for fall season

Jacks soccer drops
first two games of the year

ANDREW HOLTAN
Sports Editor

ANDREW HOLTAN
Sports Editor

The South Dakota State women’s
tennis team is about two and a half
weeks out from their first tournament of the 2016-17 season. While
the men are three and a half weeks
out from theirs.
The women will start their season
with the Huskie Fall Invitational in
Dekalb, Illinois Sept. 9 through Sept.
11. It will be hosted by Northern Illinois University. The men’s first tournament of the year will be the River

Forest Collegiate Invitational in River Forest, Illinois Sept. 16 through
Sept. 18.
The women are coming off of a
year where they went 16-10 overall
and 4-2 in Summit League play. The
men went 12-12 overall and 1-4 in
Summit League play.
Both teams will have a new face
leading them. Joey Barnes was announced as the new head coach in
July. This comes after former coach
Michael Engdahl resigned to pursue
other opportunities in tennis.

The South Dakota State soccer team fell in
their first two matches of the year. The Jacks
lost to Utah State in their opener 1-0 in
Brookings Friday and 2-0 against Iowa State
in Ames, Iowa Sunday.
The Jacks are coming off a 2015 season
where they went 12-6-3 and won the Summit League Tournament before losing to
Minnesota 5-0 in the NCAA Tournament.
SDSU will have 20 players returning
from last year’s roster including Ashley Adams. She is one of seven seniors. They also

return goalie Nicole Inskeep who had nine
shutouts last year. Inskeep was named to the
Summit League Player Watch List.
The Jackrabbits also have nine new faces with eight freshmen and one sophomore
transfer. The lone transfer is Hannah Evans,
who is coming from South Alabama where
she appeared in four matches. The lone
freshman starter is Alexa Hepner from Prior
Lake, Minnesota, who plays on the back line.
The Jacks will return home this weekend as they take on Northern Iowa at 6 p.m.
on Friday and Kansas at 1 p.m. on Sunday.
Both games will be at Fishback Soccer Park
in Brookings.
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>> FOOTBALL
Continued from B1

>> VOLLEYBALL
Continued from B1

The SDSU defense has many starters returning
but has to fill the holes of linebacker T.J. Lally and cornerbacks Je Ryan Butler and Jimmy Forsythe who all
graduated last year. Of those returning starters, linebacker Jesse Bobbit, defensive tackle Cole Langer, and
defensive backs Nick Mears and Nick Farina will look
to carry the team. With all of them being seniors, they
will try to do this by leading with their voices and play.
Bobbit was second on the team in tackles last year with
97 and also had one interception and a fumble recovery. Langer had a team high 10 tackles for a loss and
4.5 sacks. Farina was third on the team in total tackles
last year with 58 and had one interception for a touchdown.
The Jacks have yet another tough MVFC schedule
this year, including a game on the road against NDSU
Oct. 15 where they will play for the Dakota Marker.
The Bison have won the last eight meetings between
the two teams. They will also play at Illinois State Oct.
29, who finished second in the MVFC last year. In their
season finale, the Jacks will play Northern Iowa in Cedar Falls, Iowa.
They also have some intriguing home games. In
the 104th Hobo Day game, the Jacks will take on
the Youngstown State Penguins on Oct. 22. In the final home game of the inaugural season of the Dana
J. Dykhouse Stadium, SDSU will face off against rival
University of South Dakota in the South Dakota Showdown Series. The Jacks have won the last seven games
against the Coyotes and have won 18 of the last 21.
SDSU will kick off their season on Saturday, Sept.
3 against TCU at 7 p.m. and will open up their brand
new stadium the following week on Sept. 10 against
Drake University.

As for the new faces, she’s excited to see all of
them finally play in an actual match.
“This being my first class
of freshman, there’s excitement in that alone, but they
all bring something different,” Cirillo said. “It’s refreshing to actually have
depth, which is something
we didn’t have last year, so
now if one of our outside hitters isn’t performing well
then we can try something
else.”
SDSU will play 10 of
their 12 non-conference
games on the road which
can be difficult, but Cirillo
believes it will help her team
when it’s time for conference
play. Typically Cirillo has her
team play four preseason
tournaments. This year she
decided to only participate
in three due to the amount
of newcomers on the team.
All three of these tournaments will be on the road.
“It’s always easier to play
at home, but when it comes
to conference champion-

sdsucollegian.com

ships, it’s winning on the
road that gets you over the
hump,” Cirillo said.
Last year Cirillo decided not to make any winloss goals because it was her
first year, and the Jacks were
coming off a three-win season. This year, she has decided to do the same and give
the team expectations and
other types of goals.
“The expectation is that
we pick up right where
we left off and compete
day in and day out,” Cirillo said. “The only difference this year is that I challenged them to win the closer matches. We were able to
win two five-set matches last
year but lost three of them,
and it’s those matches that
we have to not be nervous to
win or lose and continue to
push forward.”
The Jacks will take on
both the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay and Stephen F. Austin State University on Friday. They’ll play
Eastern Illinois University
Saturday.
The home opener will
be at 3 p.m. Sept. 4 in Frost
FILE PHOTO • The Collegian
Arena against Bradley UniThe Jacks will play their first gane against UW-Green Bay on Friday
versity.
Aug. 26 after going 7-25 last season.

Athletes to watch this fall

ANDREW HOLTAN
Sports Editor

Fall is almost here, which means football, soccer, volleyball and
cross country are starting. Here are some players you might
want to keep your eyes on.

FOOTBALL

SOCCER

VOLLEYBALL

CROSS COUNTRY

A football player expected to have a
breakout year is junior tight end Dallas
Goedert. Goedert had 26 receptions
for 484 yards and three touchdowns.
He was a first team Missouri Valley
Football Conference player in 2015 and
was named a preseason All-American
for the 2016 season.

For soccer you might want to keep
your eye out for senior goalie Nicole
Inskeep. She heads into the season
ranked second with 27 career wins and
20 career shutouts.

Volleyball has plenty of players looking
to make a jump in the 2016 season.
One in particular is senior outside hitter
Ashley Beaner. She led the Jacks with
an average of 2.44 kills per set and
was second on the team with 261 kills.

For cross country you have to look
out for senior Samantha Anderson.
Anderson led the Jacks in three out of
the seven races last year, including the
NCAA Regional.

Photos courtesy of GOJACKS.COM

Follow us on Twitter!

@collegiansports
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Jacks Bash
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September 8th
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Where: Dana J. Dykhouse Stadium
When: September 8th, 2016
What:

SOLD OUT show at the Dana J.
Dykhouse Stadium

Who:
Headliner: Luke Bryan
Opener: Little Big Town
Opener: Lee Brice

Minnesota born, South Dakota transplant
ANDREW HOLTAN
Sports Editor
I’m Andrew Holtan, the new sports
editor at The Collegian.
I am a junior journalism major
and have worked at the Collegian for
two years covering volleyball, men’s
basketball and women’s basketball.
I have had many great opportunities in the last two years including going to the Summit League
Basketball Tournament both years.
At those events, I watched both the
men’s and women’s teams win the
tournament. Last year, I traveled
to Spokane, Washington, to cover
the men in the NCAA Tournament
which was an amazing experience.
I grew up in Eagan, Minnesota,
which is about 20 minutes southeast
of the Twin Cities. If you know how
Minnesota sports teams have done
for the last 20 years then you know
my pain. Whether it be the Vikings,
Wild, Twins or Timberwolves, all of
them have have made me angry beyond belief.
My favorite sports to watch as a

kid were college basketball and football. My dad had season tickets for
the University of Minnesota basketball team and season tickets for the
football team until this year. Both of
them have been terrible to average
my whole life.
Coming to South Dakota State, I
knew that they were pretty good at
basketball because I watched them
when they were in the NCAA Tournament in 2011-12 and 2012-13. I
also knew they were sort of good
at football because of Zach Zenner,
who is from my hometown. I did not
know that they were a top 10 FCS
team.
The thing that surprised me
most after coming here, was how
passionate both the students and
the community are when following
the Jacks. A Missouri Valley Football Conference game has the same
feel as a Big Ten football game but
just on a smaller scale. I would argue that the Summit League Basketball Tournament environment is the
same, if not better, than most of the
major conferences.

My objective as the sports editor
of The Collegian is to look more into
how players and coaches are off the
field or court rather than their performances. Everybody follows the
teams knows who the players are but
not many know what their story is
outside of playing and I’m looking to
bring that to you.
Last year I wrote a story on Deondre Parks, a basketball player who
graduated this past spring. I wrote
about his life before he got to SDSU.
Sitting down with him and listening to him talk about the struggle
he faced growing up in Flint, Michigan, was one of the most interesting things I had ever done. It was
also rewarding because I wrote it before the season started whereas most
other news outlets didn’t tell the story until the end of the season.
My goal is to give you the outcomes but also stories of the athletes
who create those outcomes. I am
looking forward to bringing a different kind of perspective on sports.
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